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How to Use This Report

What you're holding

Think of this as your marketing Swiss Army knife for Me Boy by Lawrence
Reinhold. Inside you'll find ready-to-deploy sales copy, strategic keywords,
audience profiles, comparison titles, a step-by-step marketing roadmap, and
much more. Every section is designed to be copied, pasted, and put to work
immediately.

Start here: Your first 15 minutes

1. Read the Marketing Plan to understand the big picture and identify which
phase you're in right now.

2. Look for the instruction boxes at the top of each section (they have a light
background and border). They tell you exactly what each asset is, where to use
it, and how to deploy it today.

3. Bookmark 3 sections you need this week (Back Cover Blurb? Comparative
Titles? Keywords?) and start with those.

How to navigate the report

1. For beginners: Copy the content verbatim. It's been Al-analyzed and
optimized. Use it as-is to get results quickly, then refine as you learn what works.

2. For experienced marketers: Use the assets as frameworks. Adapt the
language to match your brand voice, A/B test variations, and combine sections
strategically (Keywords + Tropes + Comps = killer ad targeting).
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3. For ongoing campaigns: Return quarterly to refresh your messaging. Rotate
KDP categories, update ad creative with different themes, and repurpose sales
pitches across new platforms.

Understanding the structure

Each section follows the same pattern: customized instructions (in a gray box,
tells you what it is and how to use it) followed by your custom content (the
actual copy, keywords, or data ready to deploy). The Marketing Resources
section at the very end connects specific tools to the exact sections you'll need

for each platform.
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Book Info

Full Title
ME BOY: THIRD BOOK IN THE HEAD DRAGON SERIES

Book Length
182 pages

Word Count
104,727 words

Report Date
2025-12-13
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Summary

Use this as your one-line pitch for Me Boy: 'A brilliant but haunted Mossad agent is
forced to infiltrate a high-end escort ring, confronting her own trauma as she hunts a
sadistic nuclear scientist.' This line captures the novel's blend of espionage,
psychological struggle, and the fierce loyalty between Houri and Freya. Deploy it
across Goodreads, BookBub, and Amazon for instant clarity and intrigue; when
running ads, add a direct call-to-action like 'Read Houri’'s story today' to drive
engagement. Test curiosity-only versus CTA-enhanced versions to see which best
converts for this dark, character-driven spy thriller.

Houri Ranshoff is not your typical Oxford student. Juggling three degrees and a
regimen of brutal physical training, she keeps her past locked away—until a friendship
with the fearless Freya draws her into a world she never meant to enter. When Houri
learns Freya’s secret life as a high-end escort, the revelation forges a bond between
two women scarred by trauma and desperate for control.

But Houri’s past is never far behind. Summoned by Mossad, she’s ordered to infiltrate
the same elite escort service, Naomi’'s Delight, to eliminate a sadistic Iranian nuclear
scientist. The assignment is more than a mission—it's a forced confrontation with the
violence she’s spent years trying to outrun. As Houri prepares for the operation, she’s
thrust into a crucible of physical and psychological trials, from the underworld of Hong
Kong to the heart of London’s darkest corners.

In a world where trust is a liability and survival demands sacrifice, Houri must decide

how much of herself she’s willing to lose. Gritty, relentless, and deeply human, Me
Boy is a story of friendship, vengeance, and the cost of becoming your own weapon.
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SEO Keywords

For Me Boy, blending high-intent search phrases with specific tropes and unique
world elements ensures your book appears in both reader-driven searches and
algorithmic recommendations. Use long-tail phrases and niche tropes to match what
your audience types, while including major entities like Naomi’s Delight or Head
Dragon Triad helps Amazon group your book with similar high-stakes espionage and
dark psychological thrillers, boosting both visibility and relevance.

Broad SEO Keywords

External Discoverability — Use these in your blurb, social captions, and website meta tags.

international espionage thriller, female spy fiction, psychological trauma novel, dark
intelligence drama, mossad undercover agent story, high stakes spy novel, women in
espionage books, survivor revenge thriller, trauma recovery fiction, deep cover
operative novel, gritty international suspense, nuclear secrets thriller, dark academia
thriller, female assassin story, organized crime fiction, human trafficking thriller, action
packed spy novel, global conspiracy fiction, intense psychological suspense, secret
agent drama

Backend KDP Keywords
The 7 Slots — Select 7 phrases from the categories below. Mix Search (A/B) with Clustering

(C) for best results.

A. Long-Tail Search Phrases

« female led espionage thriller

« international spy novel for adults

* psychological suspense with trauma
« dark intelligence fiction for women

« action thriller with strong heroine

* mossad agent undercover story
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* revenge thriller with global stakes

. Trope & Micro-Niche Phrases

e trauma survivor journey

« found family in espionage

* brutal self realization arc
 undercover mission gone wrong
* reluctant assassin transformation
* high end prostitution infiltration

* deadly female operative

. Clustering Entities

* naomis delight network

e quantum energy front

* head dragon triad

* mossad operations unit
* thor hammer mission
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Comparisons

Comps for Me Boy prove to retailers and reviewers that a strong audience exists for
dark, high-stakes espionage thrillers with complex female leads. For your BookBub
Featured Deal application, reference recent bestsellers like The Collector by Daniel
Silva and Countdown by James Patterson and Brendan DuBois, both of which feature
international intrigue and female protagonists in life-or-death missions. In your social
ads, create a carousel where frame one says, 'lIf you loved Forgotten War or Red
London..." and frame two finishes, "...you'll binge Me Boy.' Optimize your Amazon ads
by running parallel campaigns targeting fans of Dead Fall and The Chaos Agent,
letting real-time ROAS decide which comp resonates best. You may discover that
readers of psychological thrillers like All the Dangerous Things are also drawn to Me
Boy's intense exploration of trauma and survival, expanding your reach beyond
traditional espionage fans.

Forgotten War
Don Bentley

Dead Fall
Brad Thor

Both feature high-stakes
international espionage,
morally complex protagonists,
and intense action sequences
involving intelligence
agencies.

Both novels involve global
intelligence operations, brutal
missions, and protagonists
who must navigate betrayal
and shifting alliances.

ManuscriptReport.com

Forgotten War centers on a
male ex-Army Ranger and is
more military-focused, while
Me Boy follows a female
Mossad agent with a deeply
personal trauma narrative.

Dead Fall is part of the Scot
Harvath series, focusing on a
male operative and more
traditional spy thriller tropes,
whereas Me Boy delves
deeper into psychological
trauma and female agency.



https://manuscriptreport.com?utm_source=pdf_report

Only the Dead
Jack Carr

The Collector
Daniel Silva

Code Red
Vince Flynn, Kyle Mills

Countdown
James Patterson,
Brendan DuBois

Inside Threat
Matthew Quirk

The Chaos Agent
Mark Greaney

Both books are action-packed,
feature global conspiracies,
and protagonists with military
or intelligence backgrounds
facing personal demons.

Both feature Mossad
operatives, international
intrigue, and complex
undercover missions.

Both novels involve covert
operations, nuclear threats,
and protagonists who must
make morally ambiguous
choices.

Both are fast-paced thrillers
with female protagonists
facing international
conspiracies and life-or-death
missions.

Both books feature
protagonists caught in webs of
conspiracy, betrayal, and
survival against overwhelming
odds.

Both novels are part of
bestselling espionage series,
featuring globe-trotting
missions, complex plots, and
protagonists who must outwit
deadly adversaries.

ManuscriptReport.com

Only the Dead is centered on
a male Navy SEAL and leans
heavily into American military
culture, while Me Boy is more
international and explores
themes of abuse and survival
from a female perspective.

The Collector is more focused
on art theft and high society,
while Me Boy is darker, with

more graphic depictions of
violence and trauma.

Code Red is part of the Mitch
Rapp series and follows a
male CIA operative, whereas
Me Boy centers on a female
Mossad agent with a more
personal, trauma-driven arc.

Countdown is more of a
procedural thriller with a focus
on terrorism, while Me Boy is

grittier and more
psychologically intense.

Inside Threat is set primarily in
the US with a political focus,
while Me Boy is international

and delves into the
underworld of espionage and
sex trafficking.

The Chaos Agent follows the
male Gray Man, with more
focus on action and less on
personal trauma, while Me

Boy is more character-driven

and explores the
psychological costs of
espionage.
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Red London is more focused
on Russian politics and less
graphic in its depiction of
violence and trauma than Me
Boy.

Both feature female
Red London intelligence operatives,
Alma Katsu international intrigue, and
morally ambiguous missions.

Both novels explore the All the Dangerous Th|_ngs is
more of a domestic

All the Dangerous e el el [rpaet o psychological thriller, while Me

] trauma on their female ? .
Things protagonists and feature 20y [ G ig-eEne

Stacy Willingham intense, suspenseful international espionage story
. with graphic violence and
narratives.

action.
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Genres

For Me Boy, prioritize Espionage Thriller as your main genre—target readers who
crave Mossad missions, global intrigue, and high-stakes intelligence. Use
Psychological Drama as a secondary slot, highlighting Houri’'s trauma, brutal
self-realization, and complex relationships. Rotate International Crime quarterly,
focusing on the Triad, Russian mafia, and prostitution rings. In ads, emphasize the
blend of visceral action and deep emotional stakes to attract both thriller and literary
drama audiences.

International Crime 15%

Psychological Dra

age Thriller 60%
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Synopsis

When crafting a professional synopsis for Me Boy, focus on providing a clear,
comprehensive breakdown of Houri Ranshoff’'s journey from Oxford student to
hardened Mossad operative. Your synopsis should detail all major plot points,
including Houri’s infiltration of Naomi’s Delight, her brutal training with the Triad, the
assassination of Yavari, her evolving relationships with international power players at
Cambridge, the North Korean rescue mission, and the climactic operation against
Iran’s Supreme Leader. Be sure to reveal all twists and the ending, such as Houri's
survival and the successful retrieval of Iran’'s nuclear secrets. Use a neutral,
fact-based tone to demonstrate the novel's structure, pacing, and character arcs,
especially Houri’s transformation and the impact of trauma on her actions. This
synopsis is intended for agents, editors, and publishers to evaluate the story’s
completeness and payoff, not as a marketing blurb. For press or back cover use,
condense the synopsis to 120-150 words, highlighting the espionage, psychological
depth, and international stakes, and consider adding a one-sentence angle that ties
into current discussions on trauma, intelligence, or global security.

Me Boy, the third entry in the Head Dragon series, is a complex, globe-spanning
espionage thriller centered on Houri Ranshoff, a prodigiously talented but deeply
traumatized Mossad agent. The novel charts Houri’s transformation from a brilliant,
emotionally isolated Oxford student into a hardened operative, forced to confront her
own history of abuse while navigating the brutal realities of international intelligence
work.

The story opens with Houri at Oxford, pursuing triple degrees in mathematics,
physics, and engineering. Her life is highly regimented, split between academic
excellence and rigorous physical training, a habit formed during her upbringing in
Israel. Houri's only close relationship is with Freya, an art student who persuades her
to model nude for extra income. Their friendship intensifies during a summer trip to the
South of France, where Houri learns Freya is engaged in high-end prostitution to fund
her studies. Freya’s disclosure of childhood sexual abuse forges a protective bond
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between the two, laying the groundwork for Houri’s later choices.

Upon returning to England, Houri is summoned by her Mossad handler, Commander
Nachum. Mossad, aware of Freya’s activities, assigns Houri to infiltrate the same
prostitution ring, Naomi’s Delight, run by the ruthless Mary. Houri’'s mission is to
assassinate Shahbaz Yavari, an Iranian nuclear scientist and client with a record of
sadistic violence. The assignment reopens Houri’'s own traumatic wounds, but her
loyalty to Mossad and sense of duty compel her to proceed.

A pivotal personal development occurs when Houri attends her grandmother’s funeral
in Montana. There, her adoptive mother, Mariah, reveals that John—Houri’s beloved
uncle, presumed dead—is alive in hiding in China. This revelation gives Houri a new,
personal mission. She travels to Hong Kong, disguised as a young man, and
orchestrates a reunion with John, greeting him with the phrase “Me boy!” She is
introduced to John’s wife, Pui Chu, the Head Dragon of a powerful Triad, who shares
her own history of abuse. Houri confides her Mossad assignment, and Pui Chu
explains the true horror of Yavari's crimes: the torture and murder of girls for snuff
films. To prepare Houri, Pui Chu arranges brutal combat training and a staged human

auction, where Houri is stripped and assaulted before violently escaping. This ordeal
hardens Houri, helping her channel her trauma into controlled violence.

Returning to England, Houri has Freya arrange a meeting with Mary. After enduring
Mary’s violent vetting, Houri positions herself as a high-value asset. When Yavari
arrives, he is dissatisfied with the selection but accepts Houri. The encounter is
violent; Yavari beats and nearly suffocates Houri, but she seizes an opportunity to kill
him. Mary covers up the murder and warns Houri about Mossad’s willingness to
sacrifice her.

Houri then enrolls in a dual PhD program at Cambridge, where she becomes
entangled with the children of powerful international figures: Anoosheh Rastgu
(Iranian president’s daughter), Shada Al Dosary (Saudi intelligence chief's
granddaughter), Majid Yekta (son of Iran’s Revolutionary Guard head), and Wong-sop
Kuen (North Korean vice marshal’s son). These relationships lead to trips to Iran and
North Korea, where Houri is courted for Iran’s nuclear program and later rejected by
Wong-sop’s family for her ethnicity.
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A parallel plot emerges involving Tyler Phillips, a UN economist used as an unwitting
courier for North Korean nuclear secrets. This triggers an FBI operation, resulting in
rookie agent Sun-Hi Ra’s capture. North Korea demands Houri as the only acceptable
envoy for Ra’s release, a move orchestrated by Wong-sop. Houri initially refuses but
ultimately accepts. During her captivity, the US launches a bombing campaign
(“Thor's Hammer”). Wong-sop frees Houri and Ra, and they escape across North
Korea, killing security personnel and eventually being extracted by Houri’'s Russian
contacts and Pui Chu’s agents.

In the final act, Houri becomes president of Quantum Energy, a Mossad front in
Russia. She learns from Pui Chu that the Russian mafia has acquired tactical nuclear
weapons and plutonium, with Triad involvement. Houri inspects the materials,
triggering an international crisis when one nuke is delivered to Chechen terrorists.
Leading a Mossad team, Houri retrieves the weapon in Moscow, discovering that her
friend Shada, now a CIA agent, is among the opposition. Houri saves Shada while
securing the nuke, but the remaining material is shipped to Iran.

The climax centers on Houri’'s most dangerous mission: after a public confrontation
with Iran’s Supreme Leader, Mossad sends her to retrieve his laptop during a US
missile strike. The meeting devolves into torture, with the Supreme Leader branding
Houri as his property. As he prepares to kill her, a Mossad agent kills him and his
guards, extracting Houri and the laptop as the building collapses. The novel ends with
Houri hospitalized, having survived another ordeal and secured vital intelligence, but
irrevocably changed by the violence she has endured and inflicted.

Structurally, Me Boy is tightly plotted, with each act escalating Houri's personal and
professional stakes. The pacing alternates between intense action sequences and
guieter moments of character development, allowing Houri’'s arc—from traumatized
survivor to lethal operative—to unfold credibly. The narrative explores themes of
trauma, loyalty, and the cost of violence, with Houri’s journey serving as both a
personal reckoning and a commentary on the brutal realities of espionage.
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KDP Categories

Suggestions

Email your distributor (KDP, Kobo, IngramSpark, etc.) today with these three category
requests: Fiction > Thrillers > Espionage, Fiction > Action & Adventure > Women
Sleuths, and Fiction > Psychological > Women. This will ensure that 'Me Boy' is
discoverable by readers searching for international spy thrillers with strong female
leads and psychological depth. As launch approaches, consider swapping one slot for
a seasonal niche, such as Fiction > Thrillers > Crime during the fall when interest in
dark thrillers spikes. If you notice the top-100 entry barrier rising in Espionage, pivot to
a less-competitive but related category like Fiction > Literary > Jewish to maintain
bestseller visibility and maximize organic traffic.

Fiction
e Thrillers
« Espionage
e International
* Action & Adventure
*  Women Sleuths
 Crime
Fiction
* Psychological
« Women
 Crime
Fiction
» Literary
« Women
e Jewish
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Themes

For Me Boy, spark discussion by posting: '"How does surviving trauma shape Houri's
sense of self and her choices as a Mossad agent?' Use this theme in blog headlines
to attract readers interested in psychological resilience and espionage. Feed analytics
teams statements about moral ambiguity and female solidarity to identify which
emotional angles—like betrayal or empowerment—drive engagement, then use that
language in targeted ads for thriller and women'’s fiction audiences.

Survival and the Transformation of Trauma: Me Boy delves deeply into the ways
trauma shapes identity and resilience. Houri’s journey is marked by repeated
confrontations with violence and abuse, both in her past and present. The novel
explores how she channels her pain into strength, using her suffering as fuel for
survival and transformation. Her brutal training, undercover missions, and willingness
to endure further trauma for a greater cause all reflect the complex interplay between
victimhood and agency.

Moral Ambiguity and the Cost of Duty: The story relentlessly interrogates the
ethical gray zones of espionage and personal loyalty. Houri is forced to navigate a
world where right and wrong are blurred by necessity and survival. Her
assignments—assassination, infiltration, and manipulation—require her to
compromise her own values and endure moral injury. The narrative asks whether the
ends ever justify the means, and what is lost when one’s duty demands repeated acts
of violence and deception.

Female Power, Solidarity, and Betrayal: Me Boy foregrounds the complexities of
female relationships in a world dominated by exploitation and violence. Houri’'s bonds
with Freya, Pui Chu, and Shada are forged in shared trauma and mutual protection,
yet these alliances are constantly tested by betrayal, shifting loyalties, and the
demands of survival. The novel examines how women carve out power and agency in
hostile environments, and the price they pay for both solidarity and self-preservation.
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Book Tropes

To market Me Boy on social platforms, leverage its unique blend of tropes. Use
hashtags like #TraumaForgedHeroine or #FoundFamily to tap into trending
discussions about complex, resilient female leads and deep, chosen bonds. Create
short video clips or carousels highlighting Houri's brutal training in the Triad
underworld (#UndercoverinTheUnderworld), her emotionally charged assassinations
(#ReluctantAssassin), and the high-stakes, globe-spanning missions
(#InternationalEspionageThriller). For maximum engagement, combine tropes in
captions, such as 'From trauma-forged heroine to reluctant assassin: Houri's descent
into the underworld is as harrowing as it is empowering.' Retarget viewers with scenes
that match the trope they lingered on, such as Houri's reunion with her found family or
her violent confrontation with the Supreme Leader, to connect emotionally with
readers seeking intense, character-driven thrillers.

Trauma-Forged Heroine: In Me Boy, Houri Ranshoff is shaped by a history of severe
trauma, including childhood abuse and brutal experiences as a Mossad operative. Her
journey is defined by her struggle to overcome and harness this trauma, transforming
her pain into a source of strength and resilience. The narrative repeatedly places her
in situations that echo her past, forcing her to confront her demons and emerge as a
more formidable, if scarred, protagonist.

Found Family: Throughout Me Boy, Houri forges deep, chosen bonds with characters
who become her surrogate family. From her protective friendship with Freya, to her
reunion with her ‘'uncle' John and his wife Pui Chu, and her alliances with international
peers, these relationships provide Houri with emotional support and a sense of
belonging that her biological family could not. These found family ties are tested and
strengthened through shared trauma and mutual loyalty.
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Undercover in the Underworld: Me Boy thrusts Houri into the darkest corners of
international crime, forcing her to infiltrate high-end prostitution rings and Triad
organizations. Her undercover missions are fraught with danger, requiring her to
adopt new identities and navigate morally gray environments. The trope is heightened
by the visceral, often violent, realities she faces, and the psychological toll of living
multiple lives.

Reluctant Assassin: Houri is repeatedly tasked with carrying out assassinations for
Mossad, but her actions are driven more by duty and necessity than by desire. The
emotional and ethical weight of her missions, especially those that force her to relive
her own trauma, make her a classic reluctant assassin. Her internal conflict and the
cost of violence are central to her character arc in Me Boy.

International Espionage Thriller: Me Boy is a globe-trotting tale that spans England,
France, China, Iran, North Korea, and Russia. The plot is packed with intelligence
operations, double agents, high-stakes missions, and shifting alliances. The
international scope and constant threat of betrayal or violence create a tense,
fast-paced atmosphere typical of the espionage thriller genre.
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Target Audience

For Me Boy, segment your campaigns by trauma-conscious thriller fans, espionage
aficionados, dark feminist fiction readers, and academic gender studies circles. Use
ad targeting based on interests in survivor narratives, international intrigue, and
feminist literature. Tailor messaging to highlight the novel's unflinching trauma,
complex female lead, and geopolitical realism. Create persona-specific landing pages
and test copy that foregrounds the book’s psychological depth, violence, and global
stakes.

1. Trauma-Conscious Thriller Enthusiast

Demographics: Age 28-38; Graduate degree or higher; Upper-middle class; Single or
partnered, no children

Lifestyle: Intellectually driven, emotionally self-aware, values therapy and self-work
Reading Motivations: Drawn to complex, flawed female protagonists overcoming
abuse; Seeks catharsis and validation through depictions of trauma and recovery;
Wants high-stakes, realistic espionage with emotional depth

Other Interests: Survivor memoirs, True crime podcasts, Women'’s self-defense
classes, International affairs

Media Habits: Discovers books via BookTok (trauma fiction circles), Reddit (r/books,
r/traumatoolbox), Instagram book influencers focused on dark fiction; Active on
Instagram, Reddit, TikTok
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2. International Espionage Aficionado

Demographics: Age 32-45; Bachelor’s or higher, often in STEM or political science;
Middle to upper-middle class; Established career, possibly married or in long-term
partnership

Lifestyle: News junkie, follows geopolitics, enjoys debate and analysis

Reading Motivations: Seeks realistic, high-stakes spy fiction with technical and
political accuracy; Enjoys morally ambiguous characters and intricate plots; Wants to
explore the psychological toll of espionage

Other Interests: Foreign policy podcasts, Chess or strategy games, Documentaries
on intelligence agencies, Travel to historical sites

Media Habits: Discovers books via Spybrary podcast, The Cipher Brief, Twitter
threads by intelligence analysts; Active on Twitter, LinkedIn, Specialized forums

3. Dark Feminist Fiction Seeker

Demographics: Age 24-32; College-educated, often in humanities or arts;
Lower-middle to middle class; Early career, often living independently or with
roommates

Lifestyle: Active in online feminist spaces, attends readings and zine fairs

Reading Motivations: Seeks raw, unfiltered depictions of female pain and rage;
Wants stories that challenge taboos and center survivor voices; Drawn to narratives
that blend violence, sexuality, and empowerment

Other Interests: Performance art, Feminist theory, Body-positive activism, Writing or
reading confessional essays

Media Habits: Discovers books via Bookstagram (dark lit circles), Feminist literary
podcasts, Tumblr book communities; Active on Instagram, Tumblr, TikTok
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4. Academic Trauma & Gender Studies Reader

Demographics: Age 35-50; PhD or pursuing doctoral studies; Varies (academic
range); Mid-career academics, some with families

Lifestyle: Engaged in research, teaching, and activism

Reading Motivations: Analyzes trauma, gender, and power dynamics in fiction;
Seeks texts for classroom discussion or research; Wants to explore the intersection of
violence, identity, and agency

Other Interests: Academic conferences, Publishing essays or reviews, Organizing
reading groups, Collaborative research on trauma narratives

Media Habits: Discovers books via Academic journals, University press catalogs,
Panel discussions at conferences; Active on Twitter (academic circles),
ResearchGate, Email listservs
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Sales Pitches

Staring at a blank ad box for Me Boy? Try this: 'Dive into Me Boy, where Oxford
intellect collides with international espionage.' Once you're comfortable, swap the verb
or emotional hook to match your platform—use 'Immerse yourself in the raw world of
Me Boy' for Instagram, or '‘Command attention with the relentless suspense of Me
Boy' for LinkedIn. Growth hackers, label each variant with UTM tags so you can see if
‘gritty thriller' or 'psychological suspense' resonates more with your audience. Test
lines like 'What happens when your best friend’s secret life becomes your deadliest
mission?' and track which angle—friendship, vengeance, or espionage—drives more
clicks and sales.

Dive into Me Boy, where Oxford intellect collides with international espionage. Follow
Houri Ranshoff as she’s forced to confront her past and navigate a world of secrets,
violence, and unlikely friendship. Perfect for fans of gritty thrillers with a deeply human
core.

What happens when your best friend’s secret life becomes your deadliest mission? In
Me Boy, Houri’s journey from student to Mossad operative is a raw, adrenaline-fueled
exploration of trauma, loyalty, and survival. This is not your average spy novel.

If you crave stories where trust is a liability and every choice has a price, Me Boy
delivers. Houri’s infiltration of Naomi’s Delight is as much about vengeance as it is
about reclaiming her own power. Gritty, relentless, and unforgettable.

Step into the shadows with Me Boy: a novel where the line between friend and foe
blurs, and every secret could be fatal. Houri and Freya'’s bond is tested in the crucible
of espionage, making this a must-read for lovers of psychological suspense.
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Sales Pitches

By Audience

If today's newsletter is focused on international thrillers, use the pitch for 'Espionage
Thriller Fans' and send it to your list. For BookBub or Amazon ads, match each pitch
to its audience: target 'Lee Child' and 'Daniel Silva' fans with the espionage pitch,
‘Gillian Flynn' or 'Tana French' readers with the dark, character-driven pitch, and
‘female spy thriller' or 'action heroine' keywords with the female-led action pitch. For
audiences interested in global politics, use the international intrigue pitch and target
readers of 'John le Carré' or ‘international suspense.' If your audience is drawn to
stories of trauma and recovery, pair the gritty trauma pitch with keywords like ‘trauma
fiction' or ‘'psychological survival." Monitor your ad click-through rates; if the
'Female-Led Action' pitch for Me Boy surpasses 3% CTR, increase its daily budget to
maximize reach among action-oriented readers.

Espionage Thriller Fans

Dive into Me Boy for a relentless journey through global intelligence, where Mossad
agent Houri Ranshoff faces brutal missions, shifting alliances, and high-stakes
betrayals. If you crave intricate spycraft and raw, emotional stakes, this is your next
must-read.

Readers of Dark, Character-Driven Fiction

Experience the psychological depths of Me Boy, where trauma, survival, and
self-reinvention collide. Follow Houri as she battles her past and navigates a world of
violence and power, emerging as one of the most complex heroines in modern fiction.

Fans of Female-Led Action

Looking for a fierce, multidimensional heroine? Me Boy delivers with Houri
Ranshoff—a Mossad operative who outsmarts, out-fights, and outlasts the world’s
deadliest players. Gritty, empowering, and unforgettable.
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Readers Interested in International Intrigue

Travel from Oxford to Hong Kong, Tehran, and Moscow in Me Boy, a globe-spanning
thriller packed with political machinations, covert operations, and a cast of powerful
women at the center of international crises.

Fans of Gritty, Realistic Trauma Recovery Stories

If you appreciate fiction that doesn’t shy away from the darkness, Me Boy is a raw,
unflinching look at trauma and resilience. Houri’s journey through violence and healing
is as harrowing as it is inspiring.
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Comparisons

Narrative Crossroads

Use these crossroads to pitch '‘Me Boy' to outlets that thrive on high-stakes,
psychologically complex thrillers. For a podcast focused on espionage fiction, lead
with 'The Night Manager meets Red Sparrow' to highlight the novel’s blend of cerebral
spycraft and visceral trauma. In a Reddit thread about women in intelligence fiction,
spark discussion with 'La Femme Nikita meets My Dark Vanessa'—emphasizing the
book’s fearless confrontation with abuse and transformation. For a guest article on
international noir, expand on 'American Spy meets Oldboy," drawing out the novel’s
collision of global politics and personal vengeance. Keep these intersections ready to
tailor your pitch to each audience’s appetite for grit, depth, and emotional authenticity.

The Night Manager meets Red Sparrow

Where the globe-trotting, morally tangled espionage of The Night Manager collides
with the raw, psychological brutality and sexual politics of Red Sparrow, you'll discover
'Me Boy', a novel that refuses to flinch from the trauma and violence at the heart of
international intelligence. Like Le Carré’s world, Reinhold’s narrative is saturated with
duplicity, shifting alliances, and the constant threat of betrayal, but it's the visceral,
body-and-soul cost of deep-cover work—so vividly rendered in Matthews’ Red
Sparrow—that gives Houri’s journey its harrowing edge. The result is a story that’s as
much about survival and self-reinvention as it is about spycraft, with a protagonist who
weaponizes her pain in a world where every relationship is a potential liability.
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La Femme Nikita meets My Dark Vanessa

At the intersection of the relentless, identity-shattering transformation of La Femme
Nikita and the unflinching exploration of sexual trauma and its aftermath in My Dark
Vanessa, 'Me Boy' emerges as a singularly intense portrait of a woman forged in
violence. Houri’s evolution from disciplined Oxford student to Mossad’s most
dangerous asset echoes Nikita’'s brutal training and moral ambiguity, but Reinhold
goes further, plumbing the psychological depths of abuse and survival with the same
raw honesty as Russell’s novel. The result is a narrative that never lets the reader look
away, forcing us to confront the cost of weaponizing trauma in a world that profits from
it.

American Spy meets Oldboy

Where the nuanced, identity-driven espionage of American Spy converges with the
relentless, revenge-soaked violence and psychological torment of Oldboy, readers will
find 'Me Boy' perfectly positioned as a story that fuses global intrigue with deeply
personal stakes. Like Wilkinson’s Marie, Houri navigates a labyrinth of loyalty,
betrayal, and cultural collision, but Reinhold injects the narrative with the operatic
brutality and cathartic rage that defines Park Chan-wook’s masterpiece. The result is
a novel that’s as much about the scars we carry as the missions we
undertake—where every act of violence is both a survival tactic and a reckoning with
the past.
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Sales Copy

For Me Boy, use the headline Two Women. One Mission. No Way Back." and the
opening hook about Houri’'s secret life as your Kickstarter or landing-page hero
section—these lines set the stakes and draw readers in immediately. When
repurposing for ads, break out the pain point (‘how much of yourself do you lose?") for
retargeting campaigns aimed at readers who crave psychological suspense. Use the
promise of 'a gritty, deeply human espionage thriller' as a pinned social post to attract
fans of dark intelligence drama and female-led spy fiction. For cold outreach, highlight
the proof: 'Follow Houri from the shadows of Hong Kong’'s underworld to the heart of
London’s darkest corners as she’s forced to infiltrate Naomi’s Delight and confront a
sadistic nuclear scientist." Test which of these elements keeps readers engaged the
longest—if the friendship and trauma angle resonates, elevate that language across
your top-of-page assets. Always weave in specific entities like Naomi’'s Delight and
Mossad to anchor Me Boy in its unique world and boost relevance for high-intent
espionage thriller audiences.

Two Women. One Mission. No Way Back.

When survival means becoming your own weapon, how much of yourself do you
lose?

Oxford student Houri Ranshoff keeps her secrets buried—until a friendship with the
fearless Freya drags her into a world of high-end escorts, Mossad operations, and a
mission that could cost her everything.

In Me Boy, Lawrence Reinhold delivers a gritty, deeply human espionage thriller
where trauma and loyalty collide. Follow Houri from the shadows of Hong Kong’s
underworld to the heart of London’s darkest corners as she’s forced to infiltrate
Naomi’'s Delight and confront a sadistic nuclear scientist. This is a story of friendship
forged in danger, vengeance that won't let go, and the relentless cost of survival.

Step inside the world of Me Boy—qgrab your copy today and discover a spy novel that
refuses to flinch.
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First editions are moving fast—don’t miss your chance to read Me Boy before
everyone’s talking about it.
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Press Release

Send the Me Boy release unaltered to local media this week—many outlets paste it
verbatim. Next, clip out Lawrence Reinhold’s quote, refresh it with a timely stat (for
example, 'Pre-orders up 312% over last year'), and queue follow-ups in a PR CRM
like Cision; a gentle nudge seven days later doubles pickup rates without rewriting the
entire sheet. For added reach, spin the same release into a LinkedIn article, tagging
influencers in thriller, espionage, and women’s fiction circles to spark secondary
shares—especially those discussing the real-world stakes of covert operations and
trauma recovery.

Oxford Student Turned Spy Hunts Nuclear Threat in Gritty Thriller

In Me Boy, Lawrence Reinhold fuses espionage, trauma, and fierce female
friendship in a high-stakes contemporary drama.

Houri Ranshoff is used to surviving on her own terms—until a Mossad assignment
drags her back into the shadows she’s fought to escape. Tasked with infiltrating an
elite escort ring to stop a sadistic Iranian scientist, Houri faces a mission that blurs the
line between duty and self-destruction. Her only anchor is Freya, a friend whose own
secrets run just as deep. As their bond is tested by violence and betrayal, the cost of
survival grows dangerously high.

From Oxford’s hallowed halls to the neon-lit underworld of Hong Kong, Me Boy
propels readers through a world where trust is a luxury and every choice leaves a
scar. Houri's relentless training and fractured past collide as she’s forced to become
both weapon and witness, navigating the brutal realities of espionage and the raw
vulnerability of friendship. The novel’s pulse-pounding plot is matched by its emotional
depth, as Houri and Freya grapple with trauma, loyalty, and the price of reclaiming
power in a world that profits from their pain. In an era when headlines brim with stories
of covert operations and the hidden costs of intelligence work, Reinhold’s story lands
with urgent relevance—reminding us that the fiercest battles are often fought in the
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shadows of our own histories.

| wanted to write a story where survival isn’t just about outsmarting enemies,
but about facing the parts of ourselves we’d rather forget. Houri and Freya’s

friendship is messy and real, forged in the kind of fire that leaves marks. My

hope is that readers feel the grit and heart behind every choice these women
make.

About the Author:

[Add a 2-3 sentence bio highlighting the author's credentials, previous publications, awards, or
relevant expertise that establishes their authority to write this book.]

Availability:

[Insert publication date, formats available (hardcover, paperback, ebook, audiobook), price
points, and where readers can purchase (Amazon, Barnes & Noble, IndieBound, author
website, etc.)]

Media Contact:

[Add publicist or author contact name, email, phone number, and website for review copies,
interview requests, or additional information.]
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Blog Series Outline

Behind the Action: The People and Choices That Drive '"Me Boy'

The series begins with spoiler-free introductions to the protagonist, Houri, and
her core relationships. It then gradually introduces mild spoilers by exploring the
traumatic backstories and morally complex missions that shape the characters.
The latter half of the series delves into moderate spoilers, examining key turning
points and confrontations to highlight the book's central themes of resilience,
survival, and the psychological cost of violence, all while maintaining the
author's direct, pragmatic voice.

Post 1
More Than Muscle: Who is Houri Ranshoff?

Introducing the protagonist, Houri, focusing on her complex personality—her physical
prowess, intellectual pursuits, and emotionally guarded nature.

This post covers:

* Houri's unique combination of intense physical discipline and high-level academic
intelligence.

» Her pragmatic worldview and dismissal of superficial routines.

» Her search for a genuine challenge, hinting at a deeper story beneath the surface.
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Post 2

An Unlikely Alliance: The Friendship of Houri and Freya
The development of the central friendship, highlighting how two vastly different
women find common ground and safety in each other's company.

This post covers:

» The 'opposites attract’ dynamic between the pragmatic Houri and the artistic
Freya.

» How a shared vulnerability and distrust of men forms the foundation of their bond.

* Friendship as a sanctuary in a world that feels unsafe.

Post 3
Less is More: How Talk Drives the Action in 'Me Boy'

A craft-focused post on the minimalist, dialogue-driven style of the book and how it
creates a fast, screenplay-like pace.

This post covers:

« Using dialogue for exposition instead of lengthy narration.

* Revealing character through what's said and, more importantly, what's left unsaid.

» The power of short, direct sentences to build tension and momentum.
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Post 4
The Scars We Don't See: Trauma and Resilience

Introducing the theme of past trauma shaping present actions, focusing on the parallel
but different experiences of Houri and Freya.

This post covers:
» How past experiences influence trust, relationships, and personal boundaries.

 The different ways characters cope with their history—one through sharing, the
other through building walls.

* Resilience as an active fight, not a passive state.

Post 5
Who is 'Me Boy'? Unpacking the Mystery of John

Introducing the enigmatic character of John, his mysterious past, and his deep,
protective connection with Houri.

This post covers:
« John's role as a mentor and father-figure in Houri's past.

* The bond forged in a shared, dangerous history that is hinted at but not fully
explained.

» The mystery surrounding his disappearance and survival, making him a
near-mythical figure.
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Post 6
Into the Fire: Houri's Unorthodox Training

The brutal 'training' Houri undergoes with Pui Chu's organization to prepare for her
Mossad mission, showing her proactive approach to survival.

This post covers:
» The theme of facing your demons by walking directly into them.
» The extreme, calculated measures taken to prepare for a dangerous mission.

* The difference between being a victim and taking agency, even in horrific
circumstances.

Post 7
The Devil in Room 17; When the Plan Fails

The culmination of Houri's mission: the violent, unplanned confrontation with Shahbaz

Yavari.
This post covers:
» The complete failure of Mossad's clinical, ‘clean’ plan.
» The brutal reality of violence versus the theory of an assassination.

* Houri's survival instincts and training taking over when strategy collapses.

» The theme of predator versus predator, where survival is the only objective.
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Post 8
What Now? Life After the Mission

Exploring the aftermath of the Yavari mission and Houri's attempts to find normalcy,
while also dealing with the consequences and new threats.

This post covers:

» The psychological impact of the mission, as seen in her reaction to the video.

» The strange 'retirement’ and the warning from an unlikely source, Mary.

* Houri's graduation and the emotional reunion with John, symbolizing a return to
her anchor.

* The introduction of new players (Anoosheh, Shada) and the hint that her old life is
never truly gone.
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Reader Magnet Ideas

To maximize the impact of these reader magnets for Me Boy, your primary goal
should be building your email list. Offer one of the most compelling magnets, like
"Yavari's Last Night," as the main incentive for newsletter sign-ups on your author
website and in the back matter of the book itself. You can also create dedicated
landing pages for each magnet and promote them across your social media channels,
using targeted ads to reach readers of spy thrillers and action novels. This direct line
to your readers is invaluable for announcing new releases and building a loyal
fanbase.

When creating this content, maintain the same tone and quality as Me Boy. For "The
Sparrow's First Flight,” lean into the visceral action that defines Houri, giving readers a
taste of the combat prowess she demonstrates throughout the series. Promote this
piece to action-thriller blogs and reader groups. For "Freya's Riviera Diary,” use a
more intimate, vulnerable tone to highlight the deep emotional themes of the book.
Share excerpts on platforms like Instagram or Facebook to connect with readers on a
personal level and drive them to your sign-up page.

Use these five ideas to create a long-term engagement strategy. Instead of offering
them all at once, consider a staggered release. Launch with "Yavari's Last Night" to
capture initial interest. A few months later, release "The Sparrow's First Flight" to
re-engage your list and attract new subscribers. This turns your reader magnets from
a one-time offer into an ongoing content plan that keeps your audience excited and
invested in Houri's world, building anticipation for the next book in the Head Dragon
Series.
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Idea 1
Yavari's Last Night: An Alternate POV Scene

This chilling bonus scene recounts the final, fatal encounter with Shahbaz Yavari
entirely from his perspective. Witness his sadistic anticipation, his shock at Houri's
defiance, and his final, terrifying moments as the hunter becomes the hunted inside
Naomi's Delight.

Why this works: Readers of Me Boy are fascinated by the dark underworld Houri
navigates. This scene provides a disturbing glimpse into the mind of her target, amplifying
the tension of the original chapter and underscoring the true danger Houri faced and the
justice she delivered.

Idea 2
The Sparrow's First Flight: A Prequel Story

Before she was a Mossad agent, she was a trainee in Israel. This action-packed
prequel story details one of Houri's intense hand-to-hand combat training sessions
with the formidable former military trainers mentioned in Me Boy, showcasing the raw
power and determination that would later define her.

Why this works: Houri's incredible physical prowess is a cornerstone of her character.

This story gives readers the visceral, bone-crunching backstory they crave, showing the
foundation of her skills and offering a pure, undiluted dose of the action that makes Me

Boy so thrilling.
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Idea 3
Freya's Riviera Diary: A Companion Piece

Experience the hedonistic summer in the South of France through the secret diary of
Freya. These entries reveal her unfiltered thoughts on the men, the money, and her
complex friendship with Houri, culminating in the heartbreaking confession she makes
at the end of the trip.

Why this works: The friendship between Houri and Freya provides the emotional heart of
the book's first act. This diary offers a deeper, more intimate look at Freya's vulnerability
and her perspective on the events that shaped their bond, enriching the reader's
understanding of both characters' trauma and resilience.

Idea 4
The Blue Butterfly: A Deleted Scene

During her training with Pui Chu's organization, Houri is taken to the infamous Blue
Butterfly. This deleted scene details her first ‘workout' as a professional whore, a
challenging and eye-opening experience supervised by Ah-lam and Hsiang-Yi that
tests her ability to separate the mission from her past trauma.

Why this works: Houri's transformation into a deep cover agent is a critical part of her
journey. This scene fills a gap in the narrative, showing a key part of her training and
providing a raw, unflinching look at the world Pui Chu commands, leaving readers with a
greater appreciation for the skills Houri must master.

Idea 5
The Dossier: An Epilogue

Set two years after the events of Me Boy, this short epilogue finds Shada Al Dosary,
now a rising CIA analyst, reviewing a classified file. The file is on a new, ghost-like
operative causing chaos in Central Asia, an operative she knows all too well: Houri.

Why this works: Readers are left wondering about the future for Houri and her friends.
This 'where are they now' scene provides a satisfying glimpse into Shada's career,
confirms Houri is still in the game, and masterfully sets the stage for future adventures,
leaving fans desperate for the next book.
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Marketing Plan

This is your personalized marketing roadmap, customized specifically for your book
and target audience. Unlike generic marketing advice, every action item here is
tailored to your book's positioning, genre, and reader demographics. The timeline is
designed to maximize your book’s impact from pre-launch through ongoing promotion.
Reference the specific report sections mentioned throughout to access the
ready-made content you'll need for each phase. Track your progress through each
phase systematically, and adapt the timeline based on your launch date and available
resources.

The marketing strategy for "Me Boy" hinges on a dual-pronged approach,
simultaneously targeting hardcore espionage thriller fans and readers of dark,
trauma-informed literary fiction. The book's unique blend of geopolitical realism and
raw psychological depth allows for highly segmented campaigns that can penetrate
disparate but equally passionate reader communities.

» Cross-Genre Appeal: The core opportunity lies in marketing the book not just
as a spy thriller, but as a profound story of survival, appealing to both the
'International Espionage Aficionado' and the "Trauma-Conscious Thriller
Enthusiast'.

» Niche Community Focus: The target audiences are deeply engaged in specific
online ecosystems (e.g., Spybrary podcast listeners, dark feminist Bookstagram
circles, academic forums). A grassroots, highly-targeted outreach strategy will
outperform broad campaigns.

* Topical Resonance: The novel's themes of geopolitical tension, the
psychological cost of violence, and female rage are intensely relevant, providing
continuous opportunities for media hooks and timely content.
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Pre-Launch Phase - Build anticipation (3 months
before release)

Timeline: Months -3 to -1

1. Assemble a Segmented ARC Team

Begin recruiting a street team of at least 50-75 Advance Reader Copy (ARC)
readers, segmented by persona. Use your Audience Personas Analysis to
identify where to find them. For the 'International Espionage Aficionado,’ target
reviewers from forums like The Spy Command or listeners of the Spybrary
podcast. For the 'Trauma-Conscious' and 'Dark Feminist Fiction' readers, reach
out to Bookstagram/BookTok influencers who champion authors like Gillian Flynn,
Kate Elizabeth Russell, or Chanel Miller. Use platforms like BookSirens and
NetGalley, carefully selecting categories from your KDP Categories report like
'Psychological Thrillers' and 'Women's Action & Adventure Fiction' to attract the
right readers.

m Deadline: 90 days before launch

2. Deploy Pre-Launch Content Marketing

Activate your author blog and social media channels. Begin publishing posts
based on your Blog Series Outline. Start with high-level themes like 'The
Realism Behind Fictional Spies' to attract the espionage audience and '"Writing the
Unflinching Female Survivor' for the trauma-fiction audience. Create shareable
guote graphics using powerful lines from the book, and use the Themes and
Tropes section to generate discussion questions for early engagement (e.g.,
'What is the true cost of loyalty?").

m Deadline: Start 75 days before launch, post weekly

3. Optimize Digital Shelf Presence

Finalize your book's metadata on all retail platforms. Upload your finalized
Back-Cover Blurb. Critically, use the full list from your Keywords section in your
Amazon KDP backend to maximize search visibility. Ensure your chosen KDP
Categories are locked in. Your goal is for a reader searching for ‘female Mossad
agent thriller' OR 'dark trauma recovery fiction' to find "Me Boy".
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m Deadline: 60 days before launch

4. Initiate Targeted Media & Podcast Outreach

Using the persona-specific language from your Sales Pitches section, begin
pitching yourself for podcast interviews and guest blog posts. For the 'Espionage
Aficionado,' target podcasts like 'SpyCast' and 'The Spy Museum Podcast.' For
the 'Dark Feminist Fiction Seeker," pitch feminist literary podcasts and blogs that
discuss difficult women in fiction. Use the Press Release Template as a basis for
your outreach emails, customizing the angle for each outlet.

m Deadline: 45 days before launch

5. Build Your Email List with a High-Value Magnet
Finalize and promote your reader magnet. Based on the Reader Magnet Ideas,
the 'Houri Ranshoff's Mossad Dossier' concept is strongest. Create a short PDF
detailing key locations, organizations (Mossad, Triads), and a psychological profile
of Houri. Promote this on your website and social channels to capture emails from
your most interested early readers.

m Deadline: 30 days before launch

Launch Phase - Maximize visibility (Launch week
through Month 1)

Timeline: Day 1 to Day 30

1. Launch Week Blitz

Coordinate with your ARC team to ensure reviews go live on Day 1. Send a
launch announcement to your email list with direct purchase links. Run a
limited-time launch price (e.g., $2.99 for the ebook for the first 72 hours) to drive
early sales and boost Amazon's algorithm. Post celebratory, highly-shareable
content on all social media channels.

m Deadline: Launch Week (Days 1-7)
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2. Activate Persona-Driven Ad Campaigns

Launch your Amazon and Facebook/Instagram ad campaigns. Do not use generic
ads. Create separate campaigns for each persona identified in your Audience
Personas Analysis. For the 'Espionage Aficionado,' use ad copy from your Ad
Copy Variations that highlights the geopolitical stakes and tactical realism,
targeting fans of Daniel Silva and The Cipher Brief. For the 'Trauma-Conscious
Enthusiast,’ use copy that emphasizes Houri's journey of survival and resilience,
targeting readers of 'My Dark Vanessa' and followers of survivor advocacy pages.
A/B test your Book Positioning (‘X meets Y') taglines in the ad headlines.

m Deadline: Launch Day

3. Engage with Niche Online Communities

Participate actively (but not purely promotionally) in relevant subreddits. For the
'‘Espionage’ crowd, engage in r/spycraft and r/geopolitics. For the
‘Trauma-Conscious' and 'Academic’ readers, participate in discussions on r/books,
ritraumatoolbox, and specific feminist literature forums. Consider an 'Ask Me
Anything' (AMA) on a relevant subreddit (e.g., r/thrillers) during launch week,
focusing on your research process and the book's complex themes.

m Deadline: Weeks 1-2

4. Leverage Early Reviews and Press

As positive reviews and any media mentions come in, turn them into social media
graphics. Share snippets of the best reviews in your email newsletter. If a podcast
interview goes live, heavily promote that episode across all your channels. This
social proof is critical for converting readers who are on the fence.

m Deadline; Weeks 2-4

Post-Launch Phase - Sustain momentum (Months
2-6)

Timeline: Months 2-6 post-launch
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1. Content Repurposing & Deep Dives

Repurpose your pre-launch content from the Blog Series Outline. Turn the post
‘Geopolitical Realism in Fiction' into a Twitter thread with maps and links to news
articles. Transform '"Writing the Unflinching Female Survivor' into a short video for
Instagram Reels/TikTok discussing the ethics of writing about trauma. Go deeper
into the book's world, creating content about the Triads, Mossad training, or the
specific technology mentioned in the novel.

m Deadline: Ongoing, Months 2-3

2. Optimize and Scale Ad Campaigns

Analyze the data from your launch ads. Identify which audience persona and ad
copy converted best. Pause the underperforming ads and reallocate the budget to
the winners. Use the insights to create new variations. For example, if the 'Dark
Feminist Fiction Seeker" is your most profitable audience, create new ads that
specifically reference the themes of female rage and vengeance against
patriarchal violence.

m Deadline: Beginning of Month 2

3. Cultivate Book Club Adoption

Create a downloadable Book Club Kit on your website. Include discussion
questions based on the Themes and Tropes section, a letter from the author
about the inspiration for Houri's character, and maybe even a cocktail recipe
named 'The Head Dragon.' Pitch your book to online book club directories and
influencers who run their own clubs, highlighting its suitability for deep, challenging
discussions.

m Deadline: Months 3-4

4. Run Strategic Price Promotions
Plan for a Kindle Countdown Deal or a BookBub Featured Deal (if accepted) to
inject new life into sales. Time this promotion around a relevant holiday or event
(e.g., a summer reading push). Use the promotion to drive sign-ups to your email
list, offering the reader magnet to new subscribers who buy the book.
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m Deadline: Plan during Month 3 for execution in Months 4-6

Award Submission Strategy

1. Foreword INDIES Book of the Year Awards

Recommended Category: Thrillers & Suspense

Typical Deadline: Submissions typically open in January and close the following
January for books published in that year.

Why This Fits: Perfect for high-quality indie books. The novel's literary depth,
complex characterization of Houri, and intricate plotting make it a strong contender
beyond a standard genre thriller.

Requirements: Published within the specified calendar year. Requires entry fee and
submission of physical or digital copies.

2. IPPY Awards (Independent Publisher Book Awards)

Recommended Category: Thriller/Suspense

Typical Deadline: Deadlines are typically in February/March annually.

Why This Fits: One of the largest and most established awards for independent
publishers. "Me Boy" fits the profile of a professionally produced, high-concept novel
that IPPY often recognizes.

Requirements: Published with a copyright date of the current or previous two years.
Requires entry fee and physical copies.

3. ThrillerFest (International Thriller Writers Awards)

Recommended Category: Best Hardcover Novel

Typical Deadline: Submissions usually run from August to October.

Why This Fits: This is the premier award in the thriller genre. While highly
competitive, the book's authentic espionage elements, global scale, and Mossad
protagonist make it a credible entry that will be respected by genre insiders.
Requirements: Must be a member of ITW. Published by an ITW-approved publisher
within the eligibility period.
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4. National Indie Excellence Awards (NIEA)

Recommended Category: Political Thriller OR Espionage

Typical Deadline: Submissions deadline is typically the end of March.

Why This Fits: Recognizes a broad range of indie books for overall excellence. The
strong geopolitical plot involving Iran, North Korea, and Russia makes it a perfect fit
for the 'Political Thriller' or 'Espionage’ categories.

Requirements: Book published in the last three years. Requires entry fee and
submission of copies.

Timely Angles & News Hooks

Leverage these current trends and conversations to position your book as relevant
and essential reading.

1. The Weaponization of Trauma in Modern Espionage

Write a guest post or op-ed connecting Houri's journey—where her trauma
becomes both a vulnerability and a source of strength—to discussions about the
psychological profiles of modern intelligence operatives. Pitch this to outlets like
‘The Cipher Brief' or 'War on the Rocks'.

Best Timing: Evergreen, but especially potent during discussions of mental health in high-stress

professions.
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2. Geopolitical Chess: Fictional Thrillers as a Lens on Real-World
Tensions

When news breaks about Iran's nuclear program, North Korean missile tests, or
Russian intelligence operations, use social media (especially Twitter) to post
threads comparing the events to the plot of "Me Boy". This positions you as a
thoughtful observer and draws in the 'International Espionage Aficionado'
audience.

Best Timing: Reactive to the global news cycle.

3. Beyond the 'Strong Female Character': The Rise of the Morally
Complex, Traumatized Heroine

Pitch interviews or articles to feminist literary publications (like Electric Literature,
The Rumpus) arguing that characters like Houri represent a necessary evolution
from one-dimensional 'strong’ women to complex, angry, and realistic survivors.
Reference your Themes and Tropes section.

Best Timing: Align with releases of major films/books featuring similar protagonists or during

International Women's Month (March).

4. The Intersection of Sex Trafficking and National Security

The subplot involving Naomi's Delight and Yavari's snuff films is incredibly dark
but relevant. Pitch a piece to long-form journalism or true crime sites about how
criminal underworlds are exploited by intelligence agencies for covert operations,
using "Me Boy" as a fictional case study.

Best Timing: When trafficking or dark web crimes are in the news.

Ongoing Optimization - Maintain momentum
long-term

ManuscriptReport.com



https://manuscriptreport.com?utm_source=pdf_report

Ongoing Habit

Refresh Ad
Targeting &
Keywords

Analyze Persona
Engagement

Scan Geopolitical
Headlines

Section(s) to Use

Comparable
Titles & Analysis,
Keywords

Audience
Personas
Analysis, Ad
Copy Variations

Timely Angles &
News Hooks

Why it Matters

The thriller market
moves fast. New
breakout authors and
search terms emerge
constantly. Keep your
targeting sharp to stay
visible.

Check sales/ad data to
see which reader
persona is most
responsive. Double
down on what's
working by tailoring
new content to that
group.

Your book's relevance
is tied to world events.
A news story about
Iran or North Korea is a
free marketing
opportunity to be
leveraged immediately.
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Frequency

Quarterly

Quarterly

Monthly
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Plan Seasonal Themes and Pitch content for Seasonally
Pitches Tropes, Sales Mental Health
Pitches Awareness Month

(May) on trauma, or for

summer reading lists

as a 'smart,

high-stakes beach

read.'
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Marketing Resources

Transform your marketing strategy with these powerful tools designed specifically for
authors. Each tool helps you execute different aspects of your marketing plan more
effectively.

ManuscriptReport.com Services

Expand your marketing arsenal with specialized reports and content deeply analyzed
by Al

* Social Media Ads/Content

Get 20 ready-to-post ads, including scroll-stopping images and compelling post
text, all designed to convert browsers into buyers. Each post is crafted to capture
your book's unique appeal and drive engagement!

» Blog Series

Transform your book into engaging blog posts. Get up to 10 professionally crafted
articles that highlight your book's key themes and insights.

* Book Bible

Unlock Your Book's Blueprint: The Book Bible. Track everything in your book from
characters, locations, timelines, plots, theories, key figures, studies, themes, and
more. Perfect for easy reference, validation, adaptation, and ensuring consistency
in sequels

Market Research & Analytics
Understand your market and track your success
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e Publisher Rocket

Research profitable keywords, categories, and competitor books for Amazon
optimization. Use this to validate your KDP category choices and discover new
keyword opportunities based on your genre analysis.

* KDSPY

Chrome extension that reveals Amazon bestseller data in real-time. Perfect for
competitive analysis and tracking how your comparisons are performing in their
categories.

e ScribeCount

Comprehensive sales dashboard that tracks royalties across all platforms. Monitor
which marketing campaigns drive actual sales and calculate your return on ad
spend.

* The Big Indie Author Data Drop Report

A collaborative initiative by the Alliance of Independent Authors (ALLi) and
industry partners that aggregates and publishes comprehensive, data-driven
insights—covering author income, publishing trends, sales channels, diversity,
and more

Email Marketing & Reader Building

Build and engage your reader community

* BookFunnel

Distribute ARCs, create reader magnets, and manage review campaigns.
Essential for building your email list using the target audience segments identified
in your report.
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 StoryOrigin

Organize newsletter swaps, group promotions, and cross-promotional campaigns.
Leverage your genre and theme data to find compatible authors for audience
sharing.

e MailerLite

Author-friendly email marketing platform with book-specific templates. Use your
audience personas to create targeted email sequences and deploy your sales
pitches to the right reader segments.

e Author.Email

Email marketing service built specifically for authors.

* Blog Series

Transform your book into engaging blog posts. Get up to 10 professionally crafted
articles that highlight your book's key themes and insights.

Book Marketing & Design

Create compelling book marketing materials

 Canva

Design book marketing graphics, social media posts, and promotional materials.
Use your book's themes and tropes to create visually appealing quote cards and
teasers.

* Book Brush

Specialized tool for creating book marketing graphics, animated promos, and
social media content. Perfect for showcasing your book alongside quotes and
reviews.

ManuscriptReport.com



https://manuscriptreport.com?utm_source=pdf_report
https://storyoriginapp.com
https://mailerlite.com
https://www.authoremail.com
https://manuscriptreport.com/services/blog-series?utm_source=pdf_report
https://canva.com
https://bookbrush.com

* Reedsy Design Editor

Professional book cover and marketing material designer. Create promotional
graphics that align with your book's genre and target audience.

* BookCovers.com

Offers thousands of customizable, professional premade book covers for indie
authors and publishers.

e Social Media Ads/Content

Get 20 ready-to-post ads, including scroll-stopping images and compelling post
text, all designed to convert browsers into buyers. Each post is crafted to capture
your book's unique appeal and drive engagement!

Advertising & Promotion Platforms

Advertising tools that deliver results

e Amazon Ads (KDP)

Run targeted book ads on Amazon using your keyword research and comparison
titles. Start with the three-campaign strategy: Auto, Category targeting, and Brand
defense.

e Facebook Ads Manager

Create highly targeted campaigns using your audience personas. Test different
sales pitches and creative approaches based on your target demographics.

e BookBub Partner Dashboard

Submit for featured deals and run BookBub ads. Your comparison titles and genre
analysis will strengthen your feature deal applications.

Author Platform & Community
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Build your author brand and connect with readers

* Reedsy

Connect with publishing professionals and promote your book through Reedsy
Discovery. Your comparison titles help readers understand if your book matches
their preferences.

* Goodreads Author Program

Manage your author profile, run giveaways, and engage with readers. Your genre
and theme data helps you connect with the right reader communities.

e AllAuthor

Author promotion platform with automated social media posting, book mockups,
and promotional tools. Great for maintaining consistent author presence.

 Draft2Diqgital
Multi-platform distribution service that gets your book into Apple Books, Kobo,
Barnes & Noble, and more. Simplifies wide distribution and provides unified sales
reporting across all platforms.

Review & Launch Management
Manage reviews and coordinate launches

* NetGalley

Professional review platform for ARCs. Submit your book with your synopsis and
press release to gain credible review coverage before launch.

e Hidden Gems Books

Book promotion service that helps connect authors with readers in their target
genres. Use your genre and audience data to find the right promotional
opportunities.
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e Written Word Media

Book promotion platform offering various promotional services including
newsletter features and social media campaigns based on your book's genre and
target audience.

* BookSirens

Professional book review platform that connects authors with reviewers and
bloggers. Upload your ARC and synopsis to get quality reviews for launch. Great
for building credible review coverage.
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